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NEWS FROM THE WASHINGTON POST 
 
2 MD. MEN ARRESTED IN THEFT OF VA LAPTOP 
Juvenile Is Also A Suspect in Crime 
 
By Christopher Lee and Karin Brulliard 
Washington Post Staff Writers 
Sunday, August 6, 2006; C01 
 
Montgomery County police charged two men yesterday with felonies in the May 3 theft of computer equipment 
from the home of a Department of Veterans Affairs analyst, a case that blossomed into the largest data breach 
in federal government history. 
 
Police arrested Jesus Alex Pineda, 19, and Christian Brian Montano, 19, both of Rockville, about 9 p.m. Friday 
in a McDonald's restaurant and charged them yesterday with first-degree burglary and theft over $500. 
Montano was also charged with conspiracy to commit first-degree burglary and conspiracy to commit theft 
over $500. A juvenile in custody on an unrelated charge is also a suspect in the crime, police said. 
 
The stolen laptop and external hard drive contained the unencrypted names, Social Security numbers and 
birth dates of about 19.6 million veterans and active-duty military members as well as the names and 
birthdates of about 6.9 million other veterans and service members. 
 
Police depicted the suspects as ordinary thieves who are responsible for a string of other local burglaries but 
did not target the laptop and hard drive, which police say they stole along with jewelry and cash. 
"As far as we can determine, this was a random burglary," Montgomery County Police Chief J. Thomas 
Manger said at a news conference. "They did not know what they had…" 
 
This entire article can be read by visiting the Washington Post’s website at www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2006/08/06/AR2006080600345_pf.html. 
 
 

 

Note to editors: This News for Veterans and previous CDVA news for veterans, news releases, and advisories are available on 
our website at www.cdva.ca.gov and via e-mail from jaime.arteaga@cdva.ca.gov. 
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